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Nens MIAH iv. 14. 


7 oked and uk up and faid unto the g 
Mobles, and to the Rulers, and 70 


the reſt of the People Be not ye 
afraid of them: Remember the Lord, 
who is great and terrible, and fight 
* Jour Brethren, Jour Sous and 
your. Daughters, Jour Wives and _ 
* Hou uſes. 


N was a Cuſtom among the Jeus 
(a) (when they ſuſpected an In- 
DE vaſion) to take a Man of their 
= Coaſts, and ſet him for their Watch- 
man, who was to blow the Trumpet of Alarm 
to warn the People of their approaching Dan- 
ger —Now when any one heard this Sound, 
and took not Warning to prepare himſelf for 


fa) INY xxxiii. 2, 3, Sec. 


B J 


OOTY 


Defence, if the Sword, by his own Negli- 


gence, deſtroy d him, his Blood was to be 
upon his own Head--his Death was charge- 


able upon himſelf, thro' his Indolence and 


Folly :---But (on the contrary) if the Watch- 


man ſaw the Sword coming, and blew not 


the · Trumpet to warn the People, ſo that any 
among them (thro' his Omiſſion) were ex- 
poſed to the devouring Sword, and loſt their 


Lives by Surprize, their Blood was to be re- 
quired by the great Arbiter of Life and Death, 


at the Watchman's Hand. —The Application 


of the foregoing Paſſage is eaſy, and may 


ſerve as an Apology for the following Diſ- 


- courſe, if an Alarm to Vigilance, Magnani- 
 mity and Action, (under popular Apprehen- 
ſions of Danger, from the Attempts of a fo. Sy 


reign Power) needs any Apology. 


Shs Oveaion/ of Nilemiel's milking this 
loyal and ſeaſonable Addreſs to the eus, 


was as follows. ——Nebuchadnezzar, King of 


Babylon, in the ninth Year of his Reign, be- 
ſieged Jeruſalem with a numerous Hoſt of 
| Chaldeans, and in the ninteenth Year of his 
Reign, Nebuzar-adan, one of the King's 


Captains, came to Feruſalem, with a detach'd 


Party of the Chaldean Army, and burnt the 


Temple 


x 
A 
Fr 
7 
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2 
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4 
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Temple of the Lord, the King's Palace, and 


all the Houſes of the Nobility, like a law- 


leſs Rabble, they broke down the Walls of 
the City, and laid it waſte (5).—— The dread- 

ful Conſequences theſe, where Tyranny and 
Cruelty prevail.—May this never be thy Lot, 
O! Britain! but may the Walls of thy Ci- 
ties be as Adamant! May all Nations call 
' thine Inhabitants bleſſed, and may'ſt thou be 


a delightſome Land, the Care of the Lord of 
Hoſts ! 


Nebemi aß being inform'd by Hanani of 
the deſolate State of Feruſalem, made Ap- 
plication to Artaxerxes, King of Perſia, for 
a Grant to rebuild the City, and repair its 

Walls (c).— The Reaſon why the King of 
Perſia had Authority to beſtow this Favour, 
was becauſe Judea was now become a Pro- 
vince to the Perſian Monarchs. Accord. 

ingly Artaxerxes diſpatches Nehemiah to Je- 
ruſalem, with Letters to his Governors, and 


a Party of Horſemen to eſcort him ſafe thro' 


the Yewiſh Territories (d).—After his Arri- 
£ val, he privately reconnoitres the ruin d 


41 2 Kings, Chap. XXV, 1 © 9, and 26th Verſes. 


(eh Nehemiah ii, 5. ( Chap. ii. 9. 


—— . 


| 


[4] 
City, and having furvey'd it, tells the Jews 
his pious Intentions.—ſay ing, Ye fee the Di- 
fireſs that we are in, bow JERUSALEM 
lyeth waſte, and the Gates thereof are burnt 
with Fire; come, and let us build up the Wall 


of JERUSALEM, that we be no more 4 
Reproach (e).—The Jews immediately con- 
curr'd with him in the Proſecution of this 


laudable Attempt, ſaying, Let us riſe and 


build (F) — This Deſign being publickly 
known, Sanballat, Ti obiah and Geſhem, (who 
probably were Men of high Office, and great 
Influence in the Samaritan Army) ſcornfully 


derided it, as a rebellious Enterprize, not 
knowing (perhaps) that they had the Royal 


_ Commiſſion of Artaxerxes to proceed in 
the Work: When theſe Men, who oppos'd 


the re-building of the City and its Fortifica- 


tions, - perceived. that the Jews proſecuted 


their Reſolutions with Vigour, they were in 


great Indignation, and determin'd within 
themſelves to ſlay the Workmen, and fru- 
ſtrate their Attempts by Stratagem and Sur- 

prize.—T hey ſhall not know, neither ſee, till 
we come in the Midſt among them, and flay” 


them, and cauſe the | Wark 70 ceaſe (C). . 


le) Nehemiah 3 11, 1 (f) Chap. ii. 18. 
C Chap. iv. 11 5 : 


The 
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The more ſecret an Enemy is in the Plan 
and Execution of his Purpoſes, the greater 
is the Neceſſity for a ſtrict Vigilance, and 


Preparation againſt the worſt.——Agree- 
able to this Obſeryation, Nehemiah poſted a 


proper Guard around the Wall, furniſh'd 


them with Swords, Spears and Bows, and 


then gave this Heroic Advice to the Nobles, 
to the Rulers, and to the reſt of the People— 
to the Men of Dignity and Power, as well 


5 as to the Commonalty— Be not ye aft aid f 


| them—be not too timerous in your Apprehen- 
Hons oo yet to confident of 
Baucceſs— 
great and terrible— 


but . the Lord, who 18 
-recolle&t what he has 


done for you in Times pat depend on him 
nom and for the future He is great to pro- 


tect your Perſons, and maintain your Cauſe. 
—He is terrible to deſtroy your Adverſa- 
ries, and avenge your Wrongs—therefore 
in an humble Reliance on the divine Aid, 
and in League with ſuch an Omnipotent 
Ally if Need be Fight for your Brethren, 
your Sons, your Daughters and your Wives — 


ſtand firm in the Defence of your Country- 
men, and thoſe connected with you in the 


more intimate Ties of Nature—but if theſe. 
Mo- , 


161 
Motives are uot ſufficient to awaken your 
Courage, yet fight for your Houſes—for the 
Houſe of the LORD, the Intereſt of Re- 
 ligion—fgbtf for the Houſes of your Habi- 
tation, the Seats of your Grandeur, the Re- 


poſitaries of your Merchandize, and the cal- 
mer J illas of your ſober Contemplations. 


"Men remark'd the Occaſion and Na- * 
ture of Nebemiab's Addreſs to the Jews. 1 
would adopt it as a ſuitable Addreſs to Bri- 

tons, in the preſent State of national Affairs, 
and conſider it as recommending the three 


Win following Things, 


1 A certain Magnanimity . Soul, and 
Nobleneſs of Spirit, in the View of _ 


ſuſpected Dangers—Be not Je afraid Y 


tben.— 


5 II. In Connection with this A religious 
and humble Dependance on the Su- 

prteme Being, for Protection and Suc- 1 
cels—Remember the LO * D. &c. 


III. An Exemplification Gf Nene w- 
- of this 3 of Soul, 


5 and 


174 | 
and Nobleneſs of Spirit, by a corref- 


pondent Greatneſs of Action Fi gbt for 
your Brethren, &c. 


Fear is an Affection of the Mind, which 


is excited by the Apprehenſion of Danger, 
real or imaginary ; and is implanted i in Man 
4 as a Centinal or Monitor, to give him timely 


% 


warning to retreat, or make a bold Reſſiſtance, 


according as the Danger may appear more or 
leſs formidable.— To have 20 Fear, is Raſh- 
neſe to be all Fear, is Cowardice - we ſhould 


therefore avoid both Extremes, and call Reaſon 


to regulate our Conduct, as the reſpe- 

| Rive Caſe may require For Inſtance—If a 
Man unarmed, meets, in the Lybian Deſerts, 
an hungry Tyger in queſt of Prey, to retreat 
then, is Prudence; to advance is Raſbneſi— 
: On the -t a Man arm'd, ſee in his 
Way a Lion chained and muzzled, to fly then, 
is Cowardice, becauſe (under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances) it is to be preſumed, the Man is ſu- 
perior to the Beaſt Neither of theſe, Raſb- 
neſs or Cowardice, is commendable ; let us 
therefore endeavour to take the middle Path 
(5) that ſo we may proceed in Safety (7). 


$) Inter utrumpue tene. (i) Medio tat i imus ibis, Ovid. 


The 


The Medium of theſe Extremes, is what 
we would perſue, in conſidering what the 
Text recommends, 


I. A certain Magnanimity of Soul, and 
Nobleneſs of Spirit, in the View of ſuſ- 
pected Dangers — Be not ye afraid of 
them. 3 | 


This 8 of Soul is what che Ro- 


mans diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Hzro1sm ; 
and in order to excite ſuch a Nobleneſs of 
Mind, their military Laws appointed honorary | 
Rewards to Officers and Soldiers, in proportion 
to their reſpective heroic Actions — Hence 
ſome of their Heroes enter'd in Triumph into 
the City, amidſt the Acclamations of a free 
and unanimous People, crowned with Laurels 
(e) and laden with Spoils—to others were 
erected Statues of Marble, to perpetuate their 
Memory and Honour — Scipio, Pompey, and 
Czar, for this Greatneſs of Spirit, ſhine with 


a remarkable Luſtre in the Roman Records— 


Achilles and Ajax, Alexander and Lyſimachus, 
for the ſame undaunted Courage, ſtand emi- 
_ diſtinguiſh'd in the Grecian Annals— 


( bk) — 05 Patriam pugnands wulnera paſſe. 


a HET bis nivea cing itur temporg vitta, VI RO. 


Nor 
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Nor has Great Britain been without her 


Heroes. She may boaſt of a * Sydney, a Mar/- 


borough, and an Argyle, who have been illu- 
ſtrious for Magnanimity, and as their Acti- 


ons have been great, ſo their Memories ſhould 


be dear to every Engliſb- Man. Theſe few 
Inſtances of a noble Spirit, are mention'd to 
remind us, how great ſuch Perſons are in 


themſelves, how ſerviceable to their Coun- 
try, how worthy (I) of Imitation ;- 
Remark properly introduces here an Addreſs 
to you, my Fellow- Subjects of a Proteſtant, 
paternal King, to cultivate an heroic Diſpo- 
fition at the preſent Juncture of Things — 
I would therefore repeat and urge the Advice 
of Nehemiah, Be not ye afraid of tbem— Be 
1 couragious (in), be loyal, be ſtout-hearted, 
quit yourſelves like Men; and as Motives to 
this—Let us conſider who and what our Ene- 
mies are, who and what we are, — They are 
the Men that make the Earth to tremble, that 
| ſhake Kingdoms, that make the World as a 
Wilderneſs, and de troy the Cities thereof. —(n) 


Fir the Charade of this 8 Max, the Reader (if he 
* to know it ) may peruſe CAMDEN's BRITANNIA. 
() Precepts may teach us, but Examples dra 


: * Solve metus * Sokvite corde metum, are Expreſſions which 
Virgil ſeems to — in, d ſhould be now the Language of 0 


wy 


Britiſh Heart. 


11 Iſa. xiv. 16, 17. 


— which 


c 1 Our - 


[ 10 J 


Our Enemies are the Vaſſals of a tyrannical 
Monarch We are the free Subjects of a mild 
and compaſſionate King—They are profeſſed 
Papiſts—we call ourſelves Proteſtants, and I 
hope we are ſo.—Confider the different Cauſe 
in which we and they are en gaged. We are 
called to be magnanimous in the Defence of 
our Religion and Laws, our Liberty and Pro- 
perty, the beſt of Kings, and the beſt of 
Countries, Our (o) Enemies fight to gratify 


the Ambition and exorbitant Views of one 


who aims at univerſal Monarchy, and yet of 
all Kings is the moſt unfit (p) for it, ſince he 


knows not how to govern well what he has — 


Conſider the Conſequences, if our Adverſa- 
ries ſhould ſucceed thro our Cowardice and 
Fear —and who can, without Horror, reflect 

on theſe !—Then muſt thy Fields, O! BRI. 
TANNIA! be an Aceldama ; the Riches 

of thy Cities become the Prey of Rapine ; 


thy Palaces a Waſte, and thy Churches the 
Scenes of Superſtition and 1dolatry ! l— then 


might thy Children be daſh'd in Pieces be- 


(%) 7 heſe Wretches be net at the Call of 3 3 
For injur d Rights, or Birth 


Are they not Sons of Rapine, Foes of Peace, 
Baſe Robbers, Murderers?·y Hveurs. 


() The Rev. Mr. Bradbury, in an animated ene on the 5th 


of Nov. juſily obſerves, ** That 0-2 Men are no more 2 to be 
9 . thas they are to be Stars 


fore 


[an ] 


fore the Eyes of their weeping Parents; the 
Houſes of thy Great Men be ſpoiled, and 
their Mives and Daughters be violated in the 
Sight of the Sun then might thy Widows 
be plunder'd, and the Fatherleſs find no 
Mercy !—then might thy Sons be chaſed as 
the Hart, and every one that is found, of 
them, be thruſt thro' hen might thy Shores 
be tinctur'd with the Blood, and disfigur'd 
with the mangled Carcaſſes of the ſlain, and 
thy Rivers BLUSH to be ſtain'd with the hu- 
man Dye! then might thy remaining Inhabi- 
tants be Slaves, and all thy Glory fade like a 
Winter Flower! then might we ſee and feel 
the Flames of a Smithfeld-Pile, and expe- 
trience the * of a perſecuting Sword! 
Heu miſeræ cives Shake off then your 
Fears, O] Britons! at EY an awful Pro- 
ſpe, and aſſume a Nobleneſ of Spirit, a 
bold Reſolution to oppoſe the common Foe! 
—Let not the Multitude of their Numbers 
terrify us, for the Battle is not always to the 
Strong, and thro' God we ſhall do valianthy.— 
Be their Views ever ſo ambitious, yet where- 
in they deal proudly, the Lord is above them.— 
Be their Deſigns plan'd with the deepeſt 
Secrecy and Cunning, yet an omniſcient God 
can take the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs, and 


C 2 carry 


[12] 


carry the Counſel of the Froward headlong.— 
Be they moſt ſanguine in their Hopes of 
| Succeſs, yet we truſt the Lord will reject 
their Confidences, and they ſhall not proſper ; 
let not therefore, cur Hands be faint, or our 
Hearts melt, but let us gird up our Minds to 
Courage, and remember the Lord who is great 


and terrible—He is on our Side, let us not be 


"rw what Man can do unto us. 


Need any other Particulars be mention'd 
10 awaken this noble, this commendable, 
this neceſſary Greatneſs of Soul? I truſt you 
want not many Motives to excite ſuch a 
Principle—as true Friends to your Country, : 


I'm ſure you do not and I hope you are ſo; 


I believe you are—Yet permit me to ſuggeſt 
(hat muſt certainly have a prevailing Influ- 
ence on a great and exalted Mind) vis. the 
Reproach and Contempt that ever attends 

Cowardice, and the Applauſe, the real Ho- 
nour (g) that awaits Yalour and Boldneſs of 
Spirit, —Better, (if Providence ſhould appoint 
it our Lot) better to die honourably in the 
Field, and fo, by being ſerviceable to our 
Country, tranſmit a worthy Name to Poſte- 


(g) Fugienti nulla Corona, dabitur Vincenti. 
N 5 rity 


[ 13], 
; rity amidſt the little Circle of our Adds 
| | tance——better this, than to fly, or ſubmit 
(as Slaves) in a puſilanimous Manner, to an 
abandon'd, a deſpicable Set of Men, and by 
ſuch an Act, oblige ourſelves to drag the 
Chains of perpetual Infamy and Captivity.— 
: 'Twas a Maxim among the Romans, Pul-, 
© chrum eſt pro Patria mori and ſhall Men, 
| who value themſelves as Britons, deviate from 
ſuch a Spirit of Patriotiſm ?— No /—when 
| we read the Lives of GREAT Men, who 
have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in their Coun- 
try's Cauſe, or view the Monuments erect- 
ed to their Memories, in the Repoſitum of 
2 Heroes, let it fire our Souls to Reſolution, 
and invigorate our drooping Courage ! May 
| a Flame of Magnanimity warm every Britiſh 
Heart, and become general, as it is noble! 
May the Sons of Britain, the Subjects of 
King GEORGE, abhor Cowardice and a 
 Meanneſs of Spirit, as they would the Sins 
of Rebellion and Witchcraft! May every 
Engliſhman reſolve to prove himſelf ſuch (if 
Need be) and ſhew the World, that he 8 
fers Death in a good Cauſe, to Victory in a 
bad one! Yet, let not the Goodneſs of our 
1 — nor the Greatneſs of our Courage, 
tempt 


[ 14 ] 


tempt us to a ſole Dependence on ourſelves, 


but amidſt all our Military Preparations, and 


under the Propulſion of our warmeſt Reſo- 
lutions to Battle, let us remember the Lord, 


who 1s great and terrible, —Let us implore 
Direction, Aſſiſtance, and Succeſs from Him, 
avho ruleth in the Armies of Heaven, and 


among the Inhabitants of this lomer World !-— 


This Remark properly introduces here, the 


next Part of Nebemiab 8 Addreſs, which re- 
commends, 


II. In Connection with this Magnanimity 
of Soul, a religious and humble Dependence 
on the Supreme Being, for Protection and 


Succe ſ . Remember the Lord, &c. 


This Dependence on God, is a reaſonable 


Duty, and taught by the Light of Nature: 


| 


The Heatbens us'd to invoke their Deities 


(7) for Aſſiſtance and Succeſs, when enga- 


ged in War; and if they return'd from the 
Field vickorious, would erect T * 00 to 


1 Salter — preci bus deri, . 
Adſpice nos, hoc tantum; Q, fi Pietate meremur, | 
Da deinde 8 Pater. ; : Vi 


4 5 The 3 of Jupiter Capitolinus, was the Effect a of 


Vow made by Targuinizs Priſcus, in the Sabine War, — _ 
:- Wo Kenuet $ Roman Antiquities, Page 39. 


their 


[1s ] 


their tutelar Gods, and adorn them with the 
7 Spoils (?) of the conquer'd Nations, as Te- 
ſtimonies of their Gratitude and Thankful- 
neſs.— 

God has encouraged us to truſt in him, 
by the Promiſe of his divine Aſſiſtance, and | 
we know that God is able to protect, and 
: faithful to perform his Engagements Ff. 
ye, then, in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord 
JEHOVAH 16 everloſting Strength (u)— 
Experience as well as Reaſon, teaches us, 
that Succeſs cometh from the Lord ; elſe 
why, have the Weak conquer'd, and the 
Powerful been vanquiſh'd ?—Elſe why, have 
dhe beſt concerted Schemes, and the faireſt 

Hopes of Victory been blaſted Means, in- 


ay Things require for the Accompliſhment of 
jes the propoſed End.—If we are ſurrounded by 
= a powerful Enemy, tis neceſſary to provide 


= 8 Fleets to guard our Coaſts, to protect our 
Commerce, and make Reprizals,— tis neceſ- 


to 
— 12. to furniſh our Forts with Arms and 
Ammunition, and * Men there who os 
ig. | | | ; (: ) 3 Templis Neger arme 


2 Troia Vrg. 
4 (7) Ia. xxvi. 4. EN 
3 able: 


jeir 


deed, are to be uſed, which the Nature of 
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able and willing to uſe them in their Coun- 
try's Cauſe; ;— tis neceſſary to augment and 
diſcipline our Forces, in order to ſtrengthen 
their Power, and improve their military Skill: 
— but were our Fleets under the Direction of 


the moſt experienc'd and valiant Commanders, 2 
were they mann'd with the moſt reſolute 
Sailors, and built tight as the Hand of Art 
could conſtruct them,— were our Forts of 
Adamant, and aſpired to the Clouds, - were 


5 
kh, 


our Forces numerous as thoſe of Xerxes, and 


all Men of War from their Youth (w), yet 
theſe could not enfure Succeſs, without the 
divine Aſſiſtance and Permiſſion When Da- 

vid engag'd the Champion of the Philiſtines 
in a ſingle Combat, he was ſo unequal to his 


Antagoniſt, that when he ſaw him, tis ſaid, | 
He diſdain'd him, for he was but a Youth; _ 
| yet David was not diſmay d, but boldly met 
his Adverſary in a Dependence on the God 
of Iſrael for Victory, as appears from his | 


own Language, I come to thee in the Name of 


| the Lord of Hoſts, the God of the Armies of 5. 


Iſrael, whom thou haſt defied ; this Day will 


| the Lord deliver thee into my Hand (x); which 
he accordingly did, and all the aſſembled 
Army by this Act were convinced, that the 


(ww) 1 Sam. xvii. 33. * Ver. 45. 
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Battle is the Lord's ( y).—Before King Aſa 
went againſt Zerab the Ethiopian, who had 


an Army of a thouſand Thouſand, and three 
Hundred Chariots — He made Supplicati- 
on to the Lord of Hoſts for Aſſiſtance and 
| Conqueſt, notwithſtanding his Men were 
mighty Men of Valbur. — Aſa cry 'd unto 


the Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord! it is 2 


thing with thee to help, whether with many or 
eoith them that have no Power: helþ us, O 
| Lord our God, for we reſt on thee, and in thy 
Name we go againſt this Multitude : O ! Lord ! 
thou art our God, let not Man prevail againſt 
| thee (2). This fervent Prayer the Lord an- 
| ſwer'd, and engaged himſelf in the good 
King's Cauſe, for 'tis recorded, that the Lord © 
note the Ethiopians before Aſa (a).—When a a 


Nation makes God its Friend, by an humble 


Dependence on him, and a religious Obſer- 
vance of his Commands, tis ſecure from all 
the Encroachments of its Adverſaries, and 
no Weapon formed againſt it ſhall proſper.— 
Let us then make God our Truſt, and look 


o him for Succeſs in all our Undertakings ! 
Without his gracious Concurrence .with our 


awful Endeavours, they will prove ineffectu- 


(3) Sam. xvii. $7 (z) 2 Chron. xiv, 1 1. (a) Ver. 12. 


1 al 


C803 


al for the propoſed End Duty is ene 80 
Succeſs is God's. —Qur moſt exalted Hopes 
may be fruſtrated, when we rely not on 


Heaven for the Accompliſhment of them. 
The Mariner who is bound for a diſtant 


Port, may enjoy a favourable Gale, a Sum- 


meg-Sea, with the pleaſing Proſpect of a ſuc- 
ceſsful Voyage, and yet be ſhipwreck'd in 
Sight of his Haven, —The Huſbandman may 
ſow his Seed, and temperate Seaſons give 
him the promiſing Hope of a plentiful Har- 
veſt, yet, when his Fields are ripe for the 


Sickle, the Inclemencies of the Weather may 


blaſt all his Expectations. A General may 


engage his Enemy with premeditated Con- 


duct, with unſhaken Courage, and all the 

Regularities of War, and ſo be animated 
with the faireſt Proſpect of a Victory, and 

pyet be diſappointed in his Views, which veri- 


fies the Obſervation of tha + That the 
Race is not always to the ſwift, nor the Battle 


to the firong, neither Bread to the wiſe, nor 
Riches to Men of Underſtanding (5). Let us 
then remember the Lord, who is great and 
terrible, and at all Seaſons (eſpecially the 
preſent) depend on him for Direction and 


ouccels, —God, when the Arm of Fleſh fails, 
(3) Eecleſ. ix. 11, | 


Can 


4 4 
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can eaſily friiſtrate the Deſigns; and enervate 


the Power of that deſpotic Potentate, whoſe 


Attempts are to enſlave our Perſons, to mo- 


nopolize our Property, to extirpate our Reli- 
gion, to dethrone the beſt of Kings, and con- 


vert our Land into the Valley of Slaughter,— 


No Nation under the Sun has more whole- 
ſome Laws, more reaſonable Immunittes, 


greater Privileges, or a better King upon the 


Throne, as the Father, Friend, and Pro- 


tector of his People, than Great-Britain; 


let us not, then, forfeit theſe Mercies, by 


being forgetful of God, who has done great 


Things for us !— The Language of Azariab 
to Aſa (when he return'd victorious from 


the Battle in the Valley of Z epbatbab) and 


to all Judah and Benjamin, is worthy an at- 
tentive Regard The Lord is with you, while 
ye be with him; and if ye ſeek him, he will be 
found of you; but if Je uu . he will 
feels you (e. 


We proceed to conker, that this Addreſs 


of Nehemiah excites us. 


III. To exemplify this Magnanimity of 


Soul, and Nobleneſs of Spirit, ww Neceſſity 


(0 2 Chron. . „ 


D 2 „„ 
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require) by a correſpondent Greatneſs of 


Action. Fight for your Brethren, &c. 


T he Boaſt of Courage is a Trifle, an 1 inſig- 


nificant Trifle, unleſs attended with Heroic 
Action. — The Coward may vaunt more of 
his Great Spirit than the Man of real Va- 
bur; but 'tis the Apprebenſan of Danger, f 
which is the Teſt to diſtinguiſh the Hero 


from the Coward, —— 


5 Nebemiab exhorts 4 Yows to fb FOE 5 
ks the Caſe required it) and the Recom- 


mendation of his Advice is not unſeaſona- 


ble at preſent; I would therefore now urge 
it as worthy our Regard, and ſuitable to 
our Circumſtances. —The Motives to Action, 
mention'd in the Text, are very intereſting, 


and therefore, on Britons ſhould be prevail- 


ing. — Was the brighteſt Imagination em- 
ploy'd to conceive Arguments to animate our 

_ Hearts, to fire our Zeal in our Tn 1 
| Cauſe, and give Vigour to the armed Hand,— | 
Was the moſt eloquent Tongue engaged in 
the Recommendation of theſe Arguments, that 
could not think of better, nor this deliver 
them with greater Pathos and Energy than 
Nehemiah 


in F e 
— "5 a 0 — 4, 


[21], 


Nehemiah has done in the Majeſty and Sim- 


plicity of Scripture Style,— 


Theſe perſuaſive Motives to Action, I ſhall 


now endeavour to ſet to View, in the ſtrong- 


eſt Light I can, as they ſtand _ in the 
Text.— 


2 
* * 


F 8 be for your Brethren, — 


This Expreſſion may probably mean, fight 


bor your Brethren in the Ties of rn 
and Bonds of Civil Society. — The Author of 
our Beings has wiſely implanted in us an 
Affection for our Kindred, and Patriotiſm 
ſhould awaken in us a Regard for the Land 
of our Nativity (4). Shall we be indolent, 
| ſhall we be puſilanimous, when call'd by the 
Voice of Heaven to defend the Children, who 
claim the ſame Parents as we! What would 
not a Man do, or ſuffer, to protect his Bro- 
ther! Shall the Sword cut off the Partner of 


my Fleſh, and I ſtand by an idle Spectator ! | 


| No!—Let not ſuch a Reproach be told in 
 Gath, nor publiſhed in the Streets of Aſea- 
lon (e) I—If this Motive is not ſufficient to 


rouſe our languid Reſolutions, and determine 
(4) Vi incet amor Patric. Virg. — fe 8 Bam: 1. 20. 
us 
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us to abe up the 5 of War W 


yet let the next prevail. 


Fight for your Sons. — 


This is an Addreſs to Fathers, —PFighit for 
your Sons, who are to perpetuate your Names, 


to commemorate your Virtues, and inherit 


your Eſtates | This is a powerful Argument, 

and ſpeaks the moſt pathetic Language.—Can 
the Father become a Slave to a foreign Power, 
and abandon his Sons Can he tamely ſubmit 


to a popiſh Monarch, and expoſe his Children 
to the Barbarities of a Gallic Sword !—Abhor 


the Thought ! Fight for your Sons, —lf the 
Safety of theſe is not an incentive powerful 
enough to awaken (if need be) our Reſolu- 
tions to Battle, let us liſten to a more tender 


| Terfwaſive — 


5 ight for our Danghtrs — 


| Exert yourſelves for thoſe who are not ex- 


pected to fight for themſelves. —Shall a Britiſo 


Parent permit (through his Cowardice) the 


| moſt defenceleſs Part of his Offspring to be- 


come a Prey to the Outrages of a diſſolute 
Rabble! What Inſults, what Indecencies might 
be 


— : 


„ 


—— : 
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be offer'd to theſe ! Reſolve, even at the 


Thought of ſuch a Scene, to defend them.— | 
I would join the preceding Motive to this, and 
mention the Sons. with the Daughters, if by 


any means we might be perſwaded to Magna- 


nimity.-Vou cannot ſurely, neglect to be va- 


liant for theſe valuable and intimate Favourites b 


No! as ſoon might the Mechanic Right 


Hand forget her Cunning, or the Tongue of 
Eloquence have been ſilent in the midſt of a 

| Roman Senate, when Liberty was the Subject, 
and Cicero preſent. If the Motives already 


urged, are inneffectual, permit me to recom- 


mend a another 


r 


For the Protection of thoſe who are leaſt 


capable to protect themſelves.— Shall theſe be- 
come ſubject to the Indignities and Violence of 


an abandon'd Mob! Theſe — who are your 


_ deareſt Property; ſhall Theſe be treated like | 


the Sabine Women, and no Eye pity them, 

no Arm defend them! No !/— If the Endear- 
ments of Affection can ſooth, if the Sanctity 
of Connubial Vows have any Force, theſe 


| ſhould be protected! Can a Briton, can any 


Man, who lays a Claim to Humanity, expoſe 


a 
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a WIFE to the Violations of a wild and li- 
centious Army If the moſt intimate Tyes 
of Nature and Society, are not ſufficient to 


excite an Heroic Spirit, and a fixed Reſolu- 
tion to Action, I can propoſe a Motive which 
is. frequently prevalent, viz, S E C ULAR 


R ST.— 
Fight for your Hoof. — 


1 icht in the Dehne of your Habitations, 


your Patrimony and Poſſeſſions Who could 
ſee the Fruits of Induſtry, and the Eftates of 
Nobility, violently wreſted from the Proprietors, 
and be unconcerned or inactive! Shall the 
 flately Manſion be ſack'd, or even the humble 
| Cottage be uſurped without Oppoſition N 
Af thi was to -be permitted (through a 


Meanneſs of Spirit) the Fathers might be Va- 
gabonds, and their Children beg hol would 
recommend the Magnanimity of a certain 


Woman (mention'd with Applauſe. by the 
Rev. Mr. Hervey (F), as worthy our Imi- 
tation, who, when her Son was going to 

| Battle, made him a Preſent of a Shield with 


this Motto, —* Bring it back, my Son, as 
7 7 Harvey $ Theron and Afpafio, Vol. III. p. 266. 


thy 


WS "OOF" © OE ͥ 
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2 Trophy s « ; or. be brought back upon 1 it; as 
te thy Bier.“ 


If you have not (my Fellow-Subjedis of a 
fatherly King) the Spirit of univerſal Patrio- 
tiſin, tho I hope you have, yet certainly you 
feel an Affection for the Welfare of your 


native Country, and to animate your Cqu- 
rage, I would exhibit the e Example of your 
Anceſtors and Country- men, as worthy yout 
Imitation. and as a Motive to Valour.- 
« Anno 1087, when William the Conqueror 
e was marching to Dover, a great Multitude 
© of Kentiſh Men (whoſe Deſcendants now 
* diſtinguiſh themſelves by the Title of Men 
f Kent) met him with Boughs in their 
cc Hands, as Symbols of Peace. —They ſent 
ee the Abbot of St. Auſtin's to tell the Duke 
of Normandy, that all the Men of that 
<« Province were aſſembled to beg the Con- 
e tinuance of their Liberties, or to ſell their 
* Lives af the deareſt Rate they could, at the 


e ſame time aſſuring him, that if he would 


« ſwear to preſerve them in their antient 
Laws and Cuſtoms, they were all ready 
„ to lay down their Arms, and become his 
Subjects, — if not, — He muſt prepare to fight 
e wi th Men , who bad reſolved to loſe their 


E 1 Lives 
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1% Lives, rather than their Liberties and 
« Laws.” — An heroic Boldneſs, a laudable 
Reſolve this! Let us imitate their Example, 
| that we may be worthy of their Honour! 


"4 ſhall now conclude this Part of the Dif- 
courſe, with the following Lines, which were 
the Product of my Muſe in a vacant Hour: 


When Danger calls, with Courage take the Field, 
Draw the bright Sword, and lift the temper'd Shield ; 
VUndaunted face the Foe ; diſdain to fly; 

_— like BRITONS, or like BRTroxs-—die! bp: 


As an Improvement of the Subject, I would 
make the following brief Remarks, 5 


iſt. In order to obtain a reaſonable Hope af 
the divine Pr otection, Let us forſake our Sins, 
and return unto the Lord tre on Whom we have 


e A 


A Nation, abandon'd to Licentiouſneſs, is 
in daily Danger of the righteous Judgments of 
God; we read of Kingdoms laid waſte, and 

Cities depopulated, becauſe the Inhabitants 
have forſaken God, and devoted themfelves to 
the Service of Sin.—Thus Jeremiah complains, 
Hor long ſhall the Land mourn, and the Herbs 

of ey Field wither, for the Wickedneſs of” 

them 
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© them that duell therein (g).—Similar to this 
| the Phſalmiſt ſays, God turneth Rivers into a 
| Wilderneſs ; and the Water-Springs into dry 
Ground, a fruitful Land into Barrenneſs, for 
the Wickedneſs of them that dwell therein (b). 
—Can England (in the Judgment of that 
Charity, which would wiſh-to cover a Multi- 
tude of Sins) can England be accounted a 
_ righteous Land? Are” not Blaſphemies and 
Impieties heard in her Streets ! Are not Rob- 
|  beries openly committed in the midſt of her! 
Has ſhe not been polluted with the Blood of 
her own Children, which the Hand of Vio- 
lence or Wantonneſs has unjuſtly ſhed! Are 
there not the Treaſures of Wickedneſs in the 
Heuſe of the Wicked ! Has not the Son diſ- 
konoured the Father, and the Daughter the _ 
| Mother !—Shall I not vifit for theſe Things, 
ſaith the Lord? God has uſed divers Methods 
do awaken us from our finful Lethargy to re- 
dClaim and to reform us.—He has been merciful 
and Long-ſuffering, but has this engaged us to 
Repentance ?—His Goodneſs and Protection 
we have long experienced, whilſt his Judg- 
ments we have ſcarce known, but by the 
Hearing of the Ear. et have ye not returned 


CE Jer. xii. 4. (3) 2 cvii, 33s 34. 
e unto 
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unto me, faith the Lord. Let us be inſtructed 
then, by theſe Diſpenſations, to become a 


wile and holy, that ſo we may be an happy 
People! Sin is the Reproach, but Righteouſ- 


neſs the Glory and Safety of a Nation: God 


would have ſpared Sodom, at the Interce ſſion 
of Abrabam, if only ten righteous Men had 
been found in it. We truſt that the Prophet 


Micab's Complaint is not applicable to Eng- 


land, for then would her State be dangerous 


indeed! The good Man is periſb'd out of the 
Earth, and there is none upright among ber 


Sons (1).—But may the Good become better, 
and the Bad, good; then may we hope for 


the divine Protection, agrecable to the Lan- 
guage of Amos, Seek Good and not Evil, that 


ve may live ; and fo the Lird, the God of Ho 15 


* be with you (4). — 


1 Let us be thankful to Ged 2 2 


. the 1 to glorify and praiſe 


his holy Name !—How often have we been 
preſerv'd from threatning Evils, in Caſes ſo 
remarkable, as fully to teſtify, that our De- 

liverance was wrought by the Hand of God! 


0% Micah Vii. 2, (4) Amos v. 14. 


W 
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As a Nation, we have ſeen many Inſtances 


of the divine Interpoſition in our Favour,— 


we may look no farther back than the laſt 


Rebellion in Scotland, as a Proof of this Truth, 


Sas our Danger then was great, ſo our Pre- 
ſervation was ſeaſonable.—W hat Storms, big 
with vindictive Wrath, have lately burſg 
around us and we ſcarcely have felt the ſcat- 


ter d Drops !—The Lord of Hoſts firetched out 


his Hand over the Sea, and the Waves there- 


| of toſſed themſelves tumultuouſly ; He ſhook 
the Kingdoms, the Lord hath given a Command- 


ment againſt the Merchant-City, fo deftroy the 


fron g Holds thereof (I). How doth the City 


. 
4 
5 
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We; ſolitary, that was full of People 2 How is 
pe become as a Widow! She that was great 


among the Nations, and Princeſs among the 


Provinces (m)? We are pained at the Report 
of her Cataſtrophe, and ſigh when we think on 
her Diſtreſs. —The Seat of Merchandize how 
d chang d !—chang'd into a Scene of Devaſta- 
tion and Death! Her Sons buried in the 
Ruins of their late Habitations, and her 
Glory faded like the Face of Autumn ! Dread- 
ful Viciſſitude indeed! May we be awaken'd 
by a ſerious Reflection on it, awaken'd to a 


timely, ſincere Repentance of our Sins, and 


{/) Iſa. xxiii. 11. ( Lamen. i. 1. 
NE bee _ 


30 
an unfeigned Thankfulneſs to that God, who 


has preſerved and protected us — Had this 
Arrow, wing'd with Deſolation, been point- 
ed (as it eaſily might have been, by the Fin- 
ger of Heaven) towards the Capitol of Eng- 
land, and drawn to the Head on the Bow of 
Iadignation, how diffuſive, how laſting might 
the awful Eſſects have been ?—Probably our 
Enemies would have taken the Advantage of 
ſuch a Scene of Calamity and Confuſion, to 
have invaded our and, and encreaſed our 
 Miſeries :—Can we review theſe Conſequen- 
ces (which might have taken Place) and re- 
flect on our preſent Safety, without Gratitude, 
without Praiſe ? No We will extol thee, 
O God! our King ! and bleſs thy Name for 
ever and ever; we will abundantly utter the 


22 of thy great nat, and ſing of th y 


Reghteouf: wfs,— 


: Laſtly, Let us imblore the Continuance of 
G Favours 70 this Nation 4 / 


"Twas Part of King 8 Supplication, 
when he dedicated his magnificent Temple 
to the Lord of Heaven, Tf thy People go out 
azainſt their Enemy 40 Battle, whetherſoever 
thou ſhalt fend. them, and ſhall pray unto the 

Lord 
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Lord towards the City which thou haſt choſen, 


and toward the Houſe which ] have built for 


thy Name, then hear thou in Heaven their | 


Prayer and their Supplication, and maintain 


their Cauſe (n). This is a Duty incumbent 
on us, and requiſite to be perform'd, if we 
expect Proſperity and Succeſs.— Let us there- 
fore pray for King GEORGE, that his 
Life may be prolong'd to an ancient Date; 
that his Throne may be eſtabliſh” d as the 
great Mountains, and the Crown reſt ſecure, ” 
eaſy and honourable upon his royal Head ;— 
for his Family, that all his Deſcendants may 
be Proteſtants, and prove a Succeſſion of Bleſ- 
ſings to theſe Kingdoms, — for the Men of In- 
| Paence, Dignity, and Power,—that they may 
be Men fearing God, loving their Country, 
and diligent to ſecure it from the Encroach- 
ments of a foreign Power, and the Treache- 
ries of domeſtic Foes, — for our Fleets and 
Armies, — that theſe may be girded with 
Strength unto the Battle, and, in every En- 
gagement, be crown'd with Conqueſt, — | 


To conclude, —Jet us obſerve the Ad- d 
vice, and j Join in the Petition of the Fſalmiſ, 


'n) 1 Kings viii. 44, 45. 
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Hp FE the Peace of USA EAN 
they ſhall proſper that love thee ; Peace be with-. 
in thy Walls, and Proſperity 1 thy Palaces. 
(o). O! Briton! May the Lord be thy 
Helper ; the Lord thy Shade upon thy right 
Hand; thy Refuge from the Storm, and thy 
— from the devouring — 1 


(le) Pla. exxii. . 6, 7. 


